Muscarinic binding sites in small homogenates and in autoradiographic sections from rat and human spinal cord.
Binding of labelled L- quinuclidinylbenzylate was studied in cryosections and homogenates of human and rat spinal cord. For the cryosections an autoradiographic method was used. With both techniques a higher density of muscarinic binding sites was found in rat than in human spinal cord. In the autoradiographs very high densities of muscarinic binding sites were observed in the motor neurone area and in the apical part of the dorsal horn. The latter high density region was not always found in homogenates from dissected tissue samples. The autoradiographic technique has a better resolution for detecting discrete regional variations in the receptor content of the spinal cord.